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again, nearer the sea, the tidal estuaries are navigable for small
sailing craft and are dotted with the boats of petty traders and
fishermen. The fertility of these plains of Formosa is very
g
reat. They give the impression of unrestricted fecundity,
ainfall, the soil, and the sun are united in their effort to respond
to man's call upon them and to repay his labour and his toil
—for labour and toil the Formosan does. To traverse this
prosperous country gives an idea of what a great portion
of Southern China might become under a good and stable
government. The Formosans under Japanese sovereignty
enjoy what the Chinese have never succeeded in attaining,
the opportunity to work unmolested and security for their
savings.
On rny travels in Formosa I was privileged to have as my
interpreter, guest and companion a Japanese student of the
Taihoku University, He was a young man of twenty-eight
years of age who had already graduated at the Waseda University
in Tokyo, and was now pursuing a post-graduate course at
Taihoku with the intention of taking a second degree* He
himself and his career were so typical of Japanese educational
life that some account of his interesting and pleasing personality,
and his really remarkable efforts to acquire learning, may prove
of interest. Born the son of peasants in a distant part of Japan
he was, as soon as his age permitted, employed in labour in the
fields. But in the soul of this working boy burned the resolve to
study* He had no opportunity to attend school but together with
one or two other village boys, fired like himself with ambition,
he frequented in his spare hours—how few they were—the
village temple and learned from the Buddhist priest the rudi-
ments of his own language. In the hours that he could spare
from work, and from sleep, he studied and successfully passed
the examination that concludes the period of primary education,
and, later on, the middle and high school examination, though
he had attended neither. Joining a correspondence class he
learned some English—to speak, to read and to write. His
parents were not in the position to aid him financially but, earning
a little money by teaching, he abandoned the fields and in due
time passed the entrance examination into the Waseda Univer-
sity and took up his residence in Tokyo. Totally without means
he earned his bare living expenses by imparting to others the
knowledge that he had acquired through his own unaided
efforts—English, the Chinese classics and mathematics. In due

